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Carlos Foggin, founder of the Rocky Mountain Symphony Orchestra, is on a quest to introduce rural Albertans to

orchestral music.  S U P P L I E D  P H O T O  /  P O S T M E D I A

If you can’t get to the music, the music will come to
you.
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That was Carlos Foggin’s objective when he created the Rocky Mountain

Symphony Orchestra in 2016.

“I grew up in small-town Alberta, there was a post office,” joked Foggin, 37,

who hails from tiny Del Bonita. “My mom drove me into Lethbridge

(https://domain.com/tag/lethbridge) every Monday, which is an hour and 15

minutes each way, for piano lessons, and I didn’t know that Lethbridge

had an orchestra. I didn’t hear an orchestra play until I was 25.”

In its third season, Foggin’s growing group now has a home base in Balzac.

A mid-winter gala will be held there Jan. 19.

Foggin — a fellow of the Royal Canadian College of Organists, one of just

over 100 named since 1909 — got his music degree at the University of

Calgary. His desire to share his passion with rural Albertans prompted the

formation of the orchestra.

“(The orchestra) was six people the first year, 10 the second . . . we put 55

on the Jack Singer stage a few weeks ago,” he said. “The whole mandate

of the orchestra is go out to the country, the smaller towns, so there won’t

be another me who won’t hear an orchestra until they’re 25.”

And he’s continuing to work to take his music to the masses.

“What we sought to do was look at it from someone in a small town’s

perspective,” he said. “What would average mom and dad see as

objections to taking kids to the orchestra? Cost is a huge one. Then

there’s the unknown; it’s seen as elitist. If we could eliminate most of

those and make it a 10-minute drive from your house, then why not?

“We’re also looking to establish a permanent core of players, start taking

orchestral music into schools so kids get more exposure. We’ll do

whatever it takes, with the mindset that orchestral music isn’t dying. If we

make it a little less stuffy and a little more accessible, people will enjoy

that.”
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